
SUPPORTING
SEX WORKERS

SINCE 1984 

WISH NEWS  |  SUMMER 2024

WISH is located on the unceded, stolen lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations.





The Supportive Employment Program (SEP) at WISH 
prioritizes self-determination through advocacy, 
education, and empowerment. 

SEP staff bring valuable skills and critical perspectives 
to the organization. They also develop new skills 
through on-the-job and external training opportunities.

Recently Tori, a Counselling Psychology student 
completing her practicum at WISH, connected with SEP 
Manager Megan to identify a need within the program. 
They discussed ways to strengthen group facilitation 
skills, which led Tori to the provincially recognized, peer 
evaluated, and evidence-based peer support program 
called Where We Are At. 

Tori received assistance to create a WISH-specific 
version of the curriculum, and delivered this training 
in-person at WISH, sharing skills with eleven Harm 
Reduction Workers and SEP Shift Leads during two 
months of weekly meetings. 

SEP Manager Megan says, “It’s definitely beneficial for 
all peer staff to access training, and this specifically 
gave a lot of the staff confidence to address concerns 
that are happening in the space, and advocate for 

SEP and the Value of Peer Support

 “Having staff with these skills helps to support participants 
properly, and they can pass that knowledge on.”

- SEP Manager

participants who are experiencing trauma. Having staff 
with these skills helps to support participants properly, 
and they can pass that knowledge on.”

This free training is accessed through Peer Connect BC, 
a group that emphasizes the incredibly important role 
peers can play, saying “the unique capacity of those 
with lived and living experience to create bonds of 
trust and encourage clients towards hope-inducing 
strategies is one the most powerful and effective 
interventions in our healthcare system.”

This project highlights the powerful ability of SEP staff to 
create bonds of trust with WISH participants.

After participating in, and completing, the course one 
SEP staff member said, “Even at my age I’m still going 
to show you that I’m amazing at things! Just not when 
it’s being a person who passes judgment, complains and 
has no solutions, or watches and never sees. I’ve learned 
that my experiences help someone else overcome their 
experiences.” 

Learn more about Supportive Employment at WISH on 
our website.



WISH’s Sex Worker Circle (SWC), held as part of the 
Indigenous Health & Safety program, is now presented 
in partnership with Kílala Lelum! 

Kílala Lelum is a health and wellness cooperative that 
partners Indigenous Elders with physicians and allied 
health professionals to provide physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual care to the community in 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside.

This collaboration provides WISH participants additional 
access to Kílala Lelum’s clinic and cultural supports by 
holding SWC in their space once a week.

“We can already see the benefits of WISH 
participants having access to another space 
in the community, particularly one that offers 

quick and easy access to Elders, nurses, 
counsellors, and other cultural supports.”

- WISH InReach Staff

SWC is a dedicated space for participants who are 
current and active street-based sex workers. It is a low-
barrier program, and Indigenous peer-led. The goal for 
each session is to create a safe and growth-facilitating 
environment that includes an engagement activity and 
a Talking Circle.

Sex Worker Circle & Kílala Lelum 
partner up

The engagement activity invites participants to use 
their creativity, and the Talking Circle provides the 
space needed for skill development and to hold 
trauma-informed conversations with a focus on sex 
work and safety.

There are many intersecting barriers to obtaining 
appropriate health care and Kílala Lelum is committed 
to providing low barrier access to culturally safe, 
healing-centred, primary care for street-based sex 
workers.
 
Kílala Lelum’s clinic opened in 2019 and was created 
in part as a response to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s calls to action. Since 2021, Kílala Lelum’s 
mobile clinic has been visiting the WISH Drop-In Centre, 
which has highlighted the critical need for the co-
location of services. Reaching people where they feel 
safe, and adapting service delivery to the context 
that people are living in, is a crucial step often missed 
by the health care system.

Learn more about Kílala Lelum Urban Indigenous Health 
and Healing Cooperative at kilalalelum.caLogo by Coast Salish Artist Chrystal Sparrow

https://kilalalelum.ca/


40 Years of Resilience 

The mission of WISH is to “improve the health, 
safety and well-being of women who are involved in 
Vancouver’s street-based sex trade.” This guiding 
principle has led the way for 40 years. What it doesn’t 
explicitly speak to is why the safety and well-being of 
those who walk through our doors continues to be in 
jeopardy. 

Sex workers have always been at the heart of our city, 
yet the community has been systemically fractured 
again and again. When a community is torn apart like 
that, its members become isolated and vulnerable. 

WISH began at a time of active organizing against 
sex workers. In the 1980s Vancouver city bylaws and 
citizen groups first pushed workers out of the West 
End, then out of Mount Pleasant. The targeted violence 
that followed was horrific. 

Sex worker rights are human rights. This is not a 
political or moral issue, but it is constantly treated like 
one.

Just like in 1984, we can’t wait for societal values to 
shift, because the women (cis and trans) and gender-
diverse people who depend on WISH need support 
now. 

A lot has changed since WISH began, but the laws 
surrounding sex work in Canada continue to harm, 

Read more about the ways WISH programs 
have been responsive to the needs in our 
community over the last 40 years 

devalue, and dehumanize workers. At the same time, 
this community continues to grapple with the impacts 
of colonization, alongside immense grief and loss 
connected to the ongoing toxic drug epidemic.

It has been, and continues to be, a relentless struggle. 
Despite all this, WISH is still standing. 

It’s no accident. The same forces that motivate you 
to support WISH have motivated thousands of staff, 
board members, and volunteers to move this work 
forward. 

It takes acceptance, caring, dignity, and respect. These 
values build a foundation to hold up the incredibly 
committed people that continue to show up, day after 
day, to push back against the forces that harm valued 
members of our community.

We will say it again: sex worker rights are human 
rights. 

Building collective power for sex workers is a key 
priority at WISH, and until all sex workers have access 
to the same rights as other workers–and individual 
agency to do this work safely–WISH will be here.

Thank you so much for choosing to stand in solidarity 
with street-based sex workers. 

Thank you for supporting WISH.
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1984
1984: WISH begins as a drop-in 
centre for street-based sex workers 
in the basement of St. Michael’s 
Anglican Church in Mount Pleasant.

1987: WISH moves 
into space donated by 
First United Church, 
in the heart of the 
Downtown Eastside.

1991: WISH 
registers as 
a non-profit 
society in BC.

1998: WISH 
Drop-In Centre 
Society achieves 
charitable status.

2004: 
Creation of Mobile Access 
Project (MAP Van).

Introduction of Indigenous 
Health & Safety 
Programming (IHSP).

2001: Learning 
Centre established 
in partnership with 

Capilano University, 
becoming a catalyst 
for WISH’s Women’s 

Advisory Group (WAG).

2007: Introduction 
of Peer Safety Patrol 

program. WISH’s Peer 
Volunteer Program 

follows in 2009. 

2008: Opening of 
WISH’s current facility 
at 300 Alexander Street, 
to consolidate services 
and better accommodate 
growing need for 
programming.  

2013: WISH Drop-In hours expanded from 5 to 
18 hours every night (6pm-noon the next day). 
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wouldn't stray far from her place of
business, on the Seymour Street
strip near Helmcken and Nelson, or
go to a parkade. But she wasn't
thinking clearly and wanted his
$100.

She got him to take her to North
Vancouver, reasoning that she
would be closer to home. He was to
be her last trick of the day.

"He was very quiet all the way
there and I was trying to talk to
make him feel at ease. I was talking
so much we drove by the hotel and
passed two lights before I noticed
.... He started to speed really fast,
going uphill, and I was afraid to
jump, so I thought I could talk my
way out of it," she said.

"I offered him his money back,
saying I just don't want to get hurt. I
was scared to death. . . . I've had
scares before dates turning off the
wrong road, but I've always gotten
out of it."

bruised body was covered with
scratches, dried leaves and blood.

Michelle has never been able to
give a full description to police of
her assailant even with the help of
hypnosis.

"When you see so many guys in
your life you don't know them. For
me, I don't even look at them," she
said.

Her mother, who moved to Van-
couver from Edmonton to support
her daughter throughout the ordeal,
couldn't recognize Michelle in hospi-
tal.

She's now trying to help Michelle,
who worked as a hooker since age
15, stay off the street. But it hasn't
been easy. One month after the
attack with her jaw still wired,
Michelle was back on the Seymour
strip.

"It's a routine. You don't know
what else to do," Michelle said.

; Stories by
;M: I. HALL and
kim pkmbeuton

"The worst thing is to die at
the hands of a trick a date. I
think I was left for dead. When
I was lying there a voice was
saying 'You can make it, you're
not going to die like this.' "

Michelle narrowly escaped death.
A prostitute at the time, she was
beaten and strangled with a car seat
belt on Grouse Mountain in May
1987.

The attack was so vicious that her
case is under investigation by the
RCM P task force on unsolved female
homicides.

Police believe it is likely her
assailant, a medium-buil- t man in his
late 20s driving a blue Volvo, tould
have killed other prostitutes. The
man has never been found.

jaw, smashed teeth and a bruised
psyche. Nearly two years after the
attack Michelle still has nightmares,
often waking up in a sweat, gasping
for air.

"There's nothing worse than
being strangled," said the slender,
dark-haire- d woman. "You think
you're breathing your last .... It's
like the Green River killer. He
doesn't want sex. He wants life."

The spring day she was attacked
had started badly for Michelle, who
asked that her surname not be pub-
lished. She had fought with friends
with whom she was staying in North
Vancouver and wanted to make as
much money as she could so she
wouldn't have to work that night.

The man approached her on foot
around 2 p.m. and asked her to go
with him to Richmond. First, he said,
they had to get his car from a nearby
underground parking lot.

Normally, Michelle said she

Michelle said the man parked his
car at a gravel pit, near the parking
lot of the Grouse Mountain tramway.
She noticed a tourist taking pic-
tures, but he was too far away for her
to yell for help.

Her attacker seemed unconcerned
about witnesses.

"He was on top of me and the seat
belt came around my neck. He loo-
sened it and that's when I screamed
and tried for the door. After that he
strangled me till I passed out. . . .
When I came out of it I looked at him
and he just came at me and broke my
jaw. I don't know whether he used
his fists. I was dazed.

"After that I stopped breathing. I

guess I started to turn blue and he
threw me out of the car and drove
away."

Knowing she would be found if she
could make it to the parking lot,
Michelle crawled through the
bushes before collapsing. Her badly

"For all intents and purposes she
could have been dead," said North
Vancouver RCMP S.Sgt. Arnie
Nylund. "It's been designated an
attempted murder."

Nylund said the best tip police
have came from a passerby who
noticed the make of the car, which
was possibly hand-painte- d blue.

"All we have to work on is that
vehicle. That means going through
hundreds of registry checks. It's a
long, long road."

The driver of that Volvo left his
victim with a broken
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SECRETARY'S SLAYING
STILL HAUNTS FATHER
By NEAL HALL

Even though Colleen Shook was
killed 3 years ago, there isn't a day
that goes by that Ivan Shook doesn't
think of his daughter.

"You have to put up a false front
every day," he said in a recent inter- -

ing for that person to tell us."
What may seem like an insignifi-

cant tip from a caller could be the
"thread to tie it all together," said
the 23-ye- RCMP veteran.

Evidence gathered at a crime
scene, preferably within the first 72
hours after a slaying, is often quite
literally a few threads fibres from
a coat, strands of the killer's pubic
hair, a piece of fingernail.

The cause of death is established
,by an autopsy, one of the first steps
in any murder investigation. At least

jone detective accompanies the body
I to the pathology lab to take photo-Igrap-

and tag evidence,
j Another step for police is conduct-;in- g

interviews with the victim's
friends, associates and family.
! "These cases are extremely diff-
icult to solve. Who knows if you'll
ever solve them, but it won't be for a
lack of trying," said Richmond
RCMPCpl. Ken Felkar.

view.
Shook said he

is especially
reminded of Col-lee- n

during
Christmas and
family birthdays
and celebrations.

"She was a
twin (sister
Corinne is a

regis

boilermaker for 40 years, said he is
frustrated the killer has not been
caught.

His union, the International Broth-
erhood of Boilermakers, is still offer-
ing a $10,000 reward to help police
catch the killer.

Shook also is angry about the fact
that if the killer is caught, there is no
capital punishment he believes
that should be "the maximum pun-
ishment for the maximum crime."

Said Shook: "You have a rabid dog,
what do you do? You put it under."

S.Sgt. Mike Eastham, who is head-

ing the Shook investigation, said
police have spent hundreds of hours
working on the case.

"We've had a couple of major
suspects and a couple of hundred
minor suspects, but as we progress in
our investigation, we seem to have
eliminated them," he said.

But he added: "We're optimistic.
We know somewhere along the line
we're going to get that big break."

Eastham noted the Shook case dif-
fers from the majority of cases being
investigated by the RCMP task force
because she was not a prostitute.

"She came from a first-clas- s family
home. She's nothing more than your;

clean-cu- t girl," he
said.

SHOOK

A,LONG WITH veteran
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tered nurse). So on a birthday we go
and put flowers on the grave and
you're supposed to celebrate at a din-
ner that night."

Shook said Colleen was working as
a legal secretary and was "just get-
ting started" when someone took her
life in September 1985.

Colleen had been to a nightclub
earlier in the evening before getting
off a bus about midnight. Her body
was found in the 5300-bloc- k Willing-do- n

in Burnaby. She was dragged
behind bushes, sexually assaulted
and stabbed to death.

Shook, 59, who has worked as a

"and police will "follow up anything
new that comes in."

Coquitlam RCMP, investigating
the April, 1985 homicide of Pauline
Eliza Johnson, 30, is also running out
of leads.

S. Sgt. Ray Kielan said the mother
of three was last seen dancing at the
Marble Arch Hotel and had boarded
a bus alone, apparently on her way
home to Coquitlam.

Nothing more is known about
Johnson's whereabouts until she
was found, two days later, partly
wrapped in a bag and dumped face-
down near Pipeline Road. She had
been stabbed, mutilated and sex-

ually assaulted.

Const. Jack Goebel, Felkar is trying
to find the killer of Heather Gloria
Nelson. The prostitute,
who used the street name Wanda,
leads the task force's current list of
unsolved female homicides.

Her case dates back to August,
1982, when her badly decomposed
body was found in a bush area off No.

"5 and River Road. She hadworked
!the Bute aj)4 $ayiejarea.I, CVnr

At least three weeks had gone by
.before Richmpnd: RCMP discovered
;the crimefscnft which meant police
' didn't stand a good chance of collect-
ing fresh evidence or locating wit-
nesses.

Felkar said discovering a body
after such a time lapse may mean
"rain would have washed away any
tire tracks, or things like footprints
around the body."

Another unsolved Richmond mur-
der is the Kim Dianne Stolberg
case.

The attractive, shy
had left her family's Surrey home
during the evening of Dec. 4, 1985.
;She told her parents she was going
;to visit her horse, which she kept at a
;stable in the Southlands area.
j Instead, Stolberg drove her grey-;blu- e

1984 Mazda RX-- 7 to her
ifather's business, Stolberg Engi-
neering on River Road in Richmond
jto arrange a surprise party for her
jparents' 25th anniversary,
j She was on the phone to her sister
in Prince George when she said she
'noticed someone, and put her sister
jon hold. She was later found
viciously stabbed to death.
I Rachel Turley's killer is also on
the loose. The street
'person, with a history of mental s,

often went with men she met on
the Granville Mall if they offered her
a place to sleep or bought her food.

Squamish RCMP Const. Julio
Krenz first learned of Turley when
her beaten and strangled body was
found Oct. 29, 1985, by two sight-
seers near Squamish.

: Krenz has a metre-hig- h stack of
paperwork on Turley's slaying but
he doesn't have any leads. However,
;he said, Turley's file is still active

The unit spent about $26,000, not
including wages, during its first
year, travelling to all but two prov-
inces to chase down friends and rela-tiv- es

of the victims, as well as
suspects.

In the process the task force com-

piled 30,000 computer entries,
which can be cross-reference- d and
matched to existing clues.

Computer printouts fill two filing
cabinets, secured by padlocks within
an office at Vancouver RCMP head-
quarters.

The idea of using a computer sys-
tem was inspired by the Green River
Task Force, which is hunting for the
serial killer of 40 prostitutes who
frequented the area near Seattle's
Sea-Ta- c Airport.

Seattle Lt. Dan Nolan said Can-
ada and the Green River Task Force
formed closer ties after Expo 86
when police believed a "serial killer
might move to Vancouver.

"We told them to get a computer
system that's user friendly. Informa-
tion management becomes incredi-
bly critical that's what will solve
the case. When you have 21 cases, or
40 cases like we had, it's incredibly
difficult to deal with the tremendous
amount of information . You have to
find some commonalitites that link a
killer," said Nolan.

The U.S. Federal Bureau of Intel-
ligence also helped RCMP by doing
personality suspect profiles for two
cases.

Anyone with information relating
to the murders or any other serious
crime is asked to contact Crime
Stoppers at 669-TIP- S (8477).

KEN OAKES

SHOULDER TO CRY ON: Ina Roelants hugs a prostitute at First United Church

Chwch drop-t-a centre
offers haven for hookers

X N EACH of these cases the task
force has worked with the RCMP
detachment heading the murder
investigation to ensure no questions
remain unanswered.

"It was the first time we've had 12
officers focusing solely on unsolved
female murders for a full year," said
Insp. Bruce Terkelsen, who heads
the special unit.

When the unit was first formed,
the 12 men sat down at a "think-tan- k

session" and discussed each file with
the original investigating officers.

Members were then assigned to
work in teams to examine five areas:
victim profiles, suspect profiles,
modus operandicrime scene, cause
of deathforensic evidence and
amassed evidence (phone numbers,
residence addresses, relevant bus-
iness addresses, vehicle descriptions
and licence plates).

forcing hookers to work the city's fringes, said Marie
Arrington, of Prostitutes and Other Women for Equal
Rights.

She said prostitutes are being forced out of neigh-
borhoods where the complaints are the strongest and
end up working in poorly lit and more dangerous
areas like the back streets of Strathcona and Mount
Pleasant.

Said street worker John Turvey, of the Downtown
Youthside Activities Society: "We just can't say
'these women are target groups' and wipe our hands
of the situation not do anything until they're
dead."

He suggests police go undercover and pose as pros-
titutes to catch the men assaulting and possibly kill-
ing women.
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V ANCOUVER Mayor Gordon Campbell said it is

Sunday school teacher Ina Roelants

FORMER most evenings from her West End
apartment to the downtown

In the basement of First United Church, the
puts the teachings of Christianity into prac-

tice she runs a drop-i- n centre for prostitutes.
"I mother them," said Roelants. "A lot even call

me mom. Their own mothers may have rejected
them, are thousands of miles away or dead."

Roelants describes the prostitutes she has
befriended as decent, caring women many of
whom are single moms struggling to provide for their
family. When a prostitute is murdered, she said, it's
likely that a child has been left orphaned.

"Dusty (Glenna Marie Sowan) worked Broadway.
You know she had a baby a few months old but the
newspaper never reported that. She was so little.
She's one of the few women I'd describe as cute
sort of cuddly."

The beaten body of Sowan, 25, was found dumped
in an alley off West 24th Avenue on Sept. 30. She
had been strangled.

Whenever a regular at the drop-i- n doesn't show up
for a few days, Roelants worries about whether the
woman may have ended up like Dusty.

"I don't think it's going to stop," she said of the
increasing number of street prostitutes being slain.

"The law as it stands now says prostitutes are
wicked, evil people and it doesn't matter if they get
killed."

Vancouver lawyer Tony Serka, who defends
between 25 and 40 hookers each month on soliciting
charges, claims the violence on the streets is a
byproduct of prostitution legislation.

Because soliciting is a criminal offence, the "dream
customer" men who pay for the service and go
home without causing trouble is less likely to
make up a hooker's clientele, he said.

"The government doesn't want to do anything to
control it, to make it safe. The point is made when so
many of my clients end up in the morgue."

Police and court-impose- d area restrictions are
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unfortunate that prostitutes are being attacked and
killed but citizens have demanded that prostitution
be taken off the streets.

"I don't think we want to institutionalize prostitu-
tion. I think it is the wrong thing to do and we cer-
tainly don't want to do it in the city of Vancouver.

"It's sort of a classic 'Why don't we have a red light
district?' and then you say, 'Well, who's going to take
it?'

"We do not want hookers around our high schools
or our elementary schools. We do not want them in
our parks, we do not want them in our residential
neighborhoods and 1 think we've been very straight-
forward with them about that."

John Lowman, a Simon Fraser University criminol-
ogist who has spent 10 years researching prostitu-
tion, believes the profession should be legalized.

"We have to resolve the contradiction inherent in
Canadian criminal law that makes prostitution illegal
but makes practising the trade legal. We have to gen-
uinely legalize prostitution and decide where to put
it," he said.

MURDER
MYSTERIES:
Rick Crook and Ken
Larke, right, with
the files on the
slaylngs of 14
hookers

IAN SMITH

A
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1984: B.C. Supreme Court issues injunction 
against “prostitution” in Vancouver's West End.

1992: First Women’s 
Memorial March held 
honoring the lives of 
missing and murdered 
Indigenous women, girls 
and Two-Spirit people.

1999: After numerous 
denials, Vancouver 
Police Department 
acknowledges that 
"there could be one 
or more serial killers" 
targeting sex workers 
from the DTES.

2007: Serial killer charged 
with 26 murders but 
convicted on only 6 counts, 
sentenced to life in prison.

2011: City of 
Vancouver Task 

Force on Sex 
Work and Sexual 

Exploitation forms, 
a municipal first in 

North America.

2011: Peer Safety 
Patrol Program 
awarded a Solicitor 
General Crime 
Prevention and 
Community Safety 
award.

2012: Forsaken, 
the Final Report by 

the Missing Women 
Commission of Inquiry 

released, detailing 
a “tragedy of epic 

proportions.”
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f enco irks Sorry thief returns
loot to shop owner

for Westf End -- Kr .
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Special to The Sun

SAANICH A repentant thief who
robbed a photographic studio last
week has returned the money along
with an apologetic letter to the shop
owner.

Signing the letter "Not A Thief,"
the man said he "had no idea what
got into me" when he robbed the
studio.

During the holdup last Thursday,
the robber told a clerk: "I have two
small children who need food. I don't
want to hurt you. Please help."

Studio proprietor Brenda Galloway
turned the special delivery letter
over to police who are checking it for
finger prints. The letter said :

"Dear Sir or Madam:
"My sincerest apologies for rob-

bing your store. I have no idea what

got into me. I do not want to spend the
rest of my life in jail. Begging and
borrowing are all right but not steal-
ing I can't believe I actually did it

"For all the harm I have caused I
humbly apologize and beg your par-
don my desperations over my
financial problems seemed to be a
good enough reason yesterday but
I know what I did was Very Wrong.

"Enclosed you will find every cent
I took from your store.

"Sincerely, Not A Thief
"This letter was sent by myself to

Sooter Studios with $140 on July 27
'84 Special Delivery 1:30 p.m."

Saanich detectives said the re-

morseful holdup artist still faces
armed robbery charges but said the
courts would likely take into consid-
eration his actions since the robbery.

London mayor Expo bound

potato chips and the usual picnic
salads circulated amidst remarks
about the miraculous changes
wrought in the community since the
beginning of the month.

In the genteel atmosphere of the
Pendrell Street garden a smooth,
grassy area radled by snapdragons,
the overpowering scent of roses in hot
air and tall leafy trees it was dif-

ficult to imagine the infamous Davie
Street out there, close by.

Eleanor Hadley, 62, couldn't stop
smiling.

"It's just like the B.C. weather.
Once the sun comes out, you forget
the rainy weather. Overnight the
area has changed from something
ugly, to something beautiful"

Raimo Hietakangas, the
electrician who acted as a spokes-

man for the group throughout the
campaign, said the group was naive
at the outset.

"We had no idea what we were get-
ting into, didn't know the
of the street scene. It was quite vio-

lent and threatening. "
Hietakangas received a telephone

death threat at one point, and The
Screamer threatened to slit Elsie
Schwartz's throat from ear to ear.
Others had rocks, eggs, beer bottles,
insults and spittle hurled at them,
Hietakangas said.

The street scene still exists, with
the prostitutes male and female
now plying their trade less than nine

By ZSUZSI GARTNER
The Screamer doesn't stand in the

lane off Jervis yelling obscenities
anymore.

Not since the injunction.
No one asks West End resident Bill

Ritchie if he wants a good time any-
more.

Pimps no longer spit on
Elsie Schwartz.

And male hookers haven't been
seen lately urinating in Emilia A-
lvarez's Broughton Street garden in
front of her children.

Not since the injunction.
In an enclosed backyard garden in

the West End Saturday, members of
the Shame the Johns group were cele-
brating the fact that they no longer
have to share their neighborhood
with The Screamer and others of her
ilk.

The group believes it was instru-
mental in Attorney-Gener- al Brian
Smith's push for an injuction banning
prostitution in the West End an in-

junction granted July 4, pushing the
street trade east of Granville.

- Shame the Johns spent almost two
months standing beside hookers on
street corners in groups of about 10,
trying to deter customers by their
presence. They also carried clip-
boards, jotting down descriptions and
car licence numbers of men picking
iip prostitutes..

On Saturday, champagne, beer,
diet Coca-Col- a, pate, fried chicken,

Morfc von Morton photo

GARDEN PARTY. . . celebrating success of campaign

The Lord Mayor of London, Dame
Mary Donaldson, will unveil a plaque
at the British Pavilion site at Expo
during her three-da- y visit to Vancou-
ver Aug. 2 to 5.

Donaldson will present an official
gift from the City of London to Mayor
Mike Harcourt at a civic reception
Aug. 3, followed by a civic luncheon
on Granville Island and a tour of Van-
couver harbor aboard the M.V.

Vancouver city manager Fritz
Bowers said the lunch, cruise and a
gift for the Lord Mayor will cost tax-

payers a total of $3,500.

Donaldson, a former nurse, will
tour the B.C. Children's Hospital and
the Museum of Anthropology Satur-
day, Aug. 4.

She will be accompanied by her
husband, Sir John Donaldson, and
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been crossing the Granville boundary
for fear of being thrown in jail.

On Helmcken near Seymour Satur-
day night, an old woman threatened
to throw a pan of water at a prostitute
standing below the window of her
fourth-floo- r apartment. Marlene, 24,
jumped out of the way.

"It wasn't (the Shame the Johns)
success. We moved ourselves. We
don't want to go to jail. I just got out
.i jail four months ago," she said.

"There's a lot more risks down
here. It's darker perfect opportuni-
ty to beat us or rape us or whatever."

A transvestite called
April was also selling his goods along
Helmcken on Saturday night. He said
the hookers will fight back if they are
moved any further east.

But April also said business and
danger haven't changed that much at
his new locale.

"You get beat up anywhere you
work. And where there's men, there's
tricks."

city blocks from where the members
of the Shame the Johns group were
toasting each other.

But most people at the garden
party said they weren't concerned
with the problem of prostitution. In-

stead, they had just been trying to re-

turn their neighborhood to its rightful
residents.

A group called Alliance for the
Safety of Prostitutes has said the
move east of Granville has increased
violence against hookers.

"What can you do for (the prosti-
tutes), nobody wants them. Everyone
says to do something for them they
should change their lifestyle,"
Schwartz said. "Are we supposed to
keep the prostitutes in our residential
area, because they're afraid for their
lives in a commercial area?"

Pat Gray, 40, said: "No one
worries about me, why should I
worry about them? I work and pay
taxes, they don't."

The dislocated hookers haven't
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'' Psoriasis victims, often shunned
by society because of the disease that
leaves them with patches of dry, flak-
ing skin, can find emotional, if not
physical relief through the Canadian
Psoriasis Foundation.

The foundation, established recent-
ly in Nova Scotia, is seeking mem-
bers in B.C. to open a chapter here.

There is no known cure for psoria-
sis, but those with the disease often
need understanding, according to
Judy Misner, executive director of

the foundation.
The purpose of the foundation is to

make the public more aware of the'
disease.

Misner said the one million Cana-
dians who suffer from psoriasis are
often shunned because of unfounded
public fears about the disease.

Interested persons can find out
more by contacting the Canadian
Psoriasis Foundation at Box 5036,
Armdale, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3L
4M6.

a OR CALL: (111) ew-uar-e BENNY LEEI (Since 194)
Suite 308
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f C? A I EZ Further
I ReductionsSearch fails to find trio in dinghy Men's Women's and Children's YOU'RE AWINNER ATPORT TOWNSEND - An air-an- d night after it began taking on water.

sea search Sunday failed to find any
trace of three persons in a dinghy
who abandoned their pleas-
ure craft in the Smith Island area of
the Strait of Juan de Fuca Saturday

SPEEDV MUFFLER KING!
The U.S. Coast Guard in Seattle

said two adults and a child were
aboard the dinghy.

No other details were released. 2182 W. 41st Ave. 261-637- 1

IR INSTANT CASH PRIZES
Contest details at alt Speedy Muffler King locations.

Every customer a potential winner!
From right now until August 25th,

everyone who has work done by the profes-
sionals at Speedy Muffler King, gets a
special scratch-and-wi- n card.

Scratch one of the 10 squares on the
card, and presto! You could either win the

entire job free. Or you could be the happy
winner of instant cash. $5, $10 or $25
handed to you on the spot. Winners must
correctly answer a skill testing question.

And every card entered has a chance
to win the Grand Prize! One of three Cavalier
C.S. Sedans, the sophisticated performers
from Chevrolet.

$1170 $1170 $11-11- 11
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Brake Specialist Is I ktnsed mechanic

Stay a Saturday nijjht. Maximum stay 60 days.
Prices do not include transportation tax. Seats

are limited, subject to availability and may not be
available on all (limits. Some conditions do apply,
so tor more information and reservations call your
travel ajjent or Pacific Western at 684-616- cificWestern

The Competition Many Speedy locations now provide brake service, tvety Speedy Muttler King
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SUPPORTING SEX WORKERS SINCE 19841984 2024

1985: 
Bill C-49 introduces new criminal 
provisions related to sex work.
Communications charges for sex 
workers increase through the 80s 
and into the 90s.

“Shame-the-Johns" group moves focus 
from West End to Mount Pleasant.

2016: Introduction of 
Music Therapy Program.

2017: WISH 
Learning Centre 
earns National 
Literacy Award.

2018: Peer Volunteer 
and Peer Safety Patrol 
Programs combine to 
form WISH’s Supportive 
Employment Program 
(SEP). 

2016:
National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) begins. 

West End Sex Workers Memorial is unveiled.

B.C. government declares toxic drug crisis a 
public health emergency.

2022: WISH helps launch 
provincial Bad Date and 

Aggressor Reporting project 
(BCBDAR), a sex worker-informed 

and designed searchable 
database of bad date reports.

2021: Canadian 
Alliance for Sex Work 

Law Reform (CASWLR) 
launches constitutional 

challenge to PCEPA.

2023: Ontario 
Superior Court of 
Justice dismisses 
PCEPA challenge, 

CASWLR expected 
to appeal.

2021: WISH Drop-In 
hours of operation 
return to 6pm-12pm.

2020: 
Two full-time InReach Workers hired.

In response to pandemic lockdowns, WISH 
becomes a 24-hour operation with launch 
of outdoor respite area, washroom trailer, 
and first of its kind 24/7 Emergency Shelter 
for street-based sex workers. MAP Van day 
shift begins.

2020: COVID-19 pandemic. City of Vancouver 
declares state of emergency. Community 
resources are drastically reduced or eliminated. 
Many street-based sex workers face immediate 
and total loss of income.

2014: Protection of 
Communities and Exploited 
Persons Act (PCEPA) passes, 
criminalizing the purchase 
of sexual services. 

2013: The Supreme Court of Canada deems 
Canada’s sex work laws unconstitutional in historic 
Bedford v. Canada decision, saying the laws create a 
"risk of severe violence" for workers.

Laws surrounding sex work continue to cause preventable harm

WISH responds to the call for community safety
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MAP Van celebrates 20 years 
of critical service 

WISH’s trailblazing Mobile Access Program, aka the 
MAP Van, hit the road for the first time in March 2004, 
and has been providing reliable community service 
to a diverse community of street-based sex workers 
for over two decades. 

Participants can face extreme barriers when accessing 
supports, and the way MAP Van staff are able to meet 
people where they are at makes a huge difference.

In recognition of the MAP Van’s 20th Anniversary, two 
members of the MAP Van team shared their thoughts 
on what the program means to them, and why it’s so 
important to participants.

Dominique is a MAP Van Support Worker and has 
been at WISH for 14 years. Robyn is the MAP Van 
Supervisor and started at WISH in 2018.

Can you think of a memory from one of your first 
shifts on the MAP Van?
Dominique: Yeah, I was a Support Worker, on the back 
seat. Back then the drop-in was only open from 6pm 
till midnight. So, we’d drive the van around the back 
and get coffee, and make juice, and that was it. We 

had condoms, tampons, juice, coffee. And the phone. 
The Downtown Eastside was really busy, the strolls 
were really busy. We used to see an average of 40 to 
50 people a night, just working on the street.

When I started on the van, it was pre-fentanyl. I guess 
me and my co-workers back then were the first ones 
to get trained on Narcan (naloxone), the cops didn't 
even have it. That's at the beginning of the fentanyl 
crisis. All the frontline workers were the first ones 
administering Narcan.

Women used to come on the van, and I used to know 
them. Where they hang out. We just had more of a 
drop-in vibe.  

The pandemic just cleared up the streets, and it's 
trickier to get that connection with the people now, 
‘cause you have a lineup at the side of the van, and 
people are just more isolated. 

Robyn: My first time at WISH was really easy ‘cause 
my first shift was with Dom! Dominique was the 
Coordinator, and I think I learned the best scope of 
WISH, the MAP Van, and the community, all in one shift. 

We ended up serving over 90 people. It was chaos! 
And I think it was a Saturday night, so downtown was 
busy, and there was just no way around it. 

But overall, my introduction to it was like, “the drop-in 
on wheels.” 

Yeah, I had a great moment with my first shift! A little 
overwhelming, but it was great.

How do you tell someone what the MAP Van is all 
about?
Dominique: It kind of depends, like how do you meet 
the person? If you meet somebody that's sitting on a 
sidewalk in wet clothing, you can be like, “Hey, we're 
the MAP Van. We have some clean clothes. Are you 
interested?” 

Often when people are new in the Downtown Eastside, 
other people will bring them to the van and explain 
what the van does. We have a lot of advocates! 
Women are also very protective of the van. If people 
are being rude to us or something, often they'll be 
shunned (laughs). So you have a lot of allies.

That's the thing about working with people, right?  
There's no one way. Everybody's different. Everybody 
reacts differently to different things. So you just kind of 
go with the flow and see how you can help. We're all 
there to help, and we all just try to do what we can. 

Why do you think the MAP Van is so important to 
participants? 
Dominique: Because it's support. It's people that they 
know they can come to, there's no obligation. They 
can come to us when they want to, when they don't 
want to, we don't impose anything on them. If you 
want to see us, you can come see us and we give you 
a whole bunch of free stuff. It's a good time.

And the women, for the most part, look out for each 
other. And there's just that sisterhood feeling— we'll 
give somebody an outfit and then the next day they'll 
make a point to wear it when they come and see us, 
to show us that they're proud to be wearing it. Like 
there’s just that camaraderie.

That's why our service is so unique and so important, 
because especially after the pandemic, people are 
so isolated. For some people that live far out, or 
their family and friends don't know they are sex 

workers, the MAP Van is the only people they can be 
themselves with, and express anxiety and frustrations 
with sex work. We’re the only ones they can talk to. 
And, so, it's very much needed and unique and there's 
nobody else that does it.

Robyn: I just want to also mention the Bad 
Date Reporting. Even though other services, or 
organizations, do offer that, I find that we're especially 
good at that. We act immediately, and we offer that 
safe space.

And the fact that we do have two shifts per day. That 
we are the only mobile service out at night, for street-
based sex work, to offer resources and support is, 
yeah, Dominique said it — you can't find it anywhere 
else. 

What if there was no MAP Van? How would it be 
different?
Dominique: People would be a lot more isolated. 
People would be a lot hungrier. People would miss it. 
You know, some nights we get people that are like, 
“if it wasn't for that cup of tea. I don't know if I would 
have made it through the night.” Sometimes you just 
randomly run into people that are at their lowest, and 
we don't even know, and just saying, “Hey, how's it 
going?” and just giving them a little bit of our time, just 
makes them feel worthy enough to make it another 
day. 

That just keeps happening, and you hear it afterwards, 
like a year later or whatever? People are like, “Hey, that 
night I was really down, and you guys just rolled on by 
and gave me a cup of coffee, and that really got me 
through the night.”

Sometimes just a smile can make a difference in 
somebody's life. And that's why the MAP Van is so 
important.

"There's no one way. Everybody's 
different. Everybody reacts differently 
to different things. So you just kind of 
go with the flow and see how you can 

help. We're all there to help, and we all 
just try to do what we can." 

Mobile Access Program Support Worker Dominique and Program Supervisor Robyn stand in front of our new MAP Van. (Staff photo.)



What You Told Us 

Thank you so much to everyone who took the time to share their thoughts with us in the WISH Donor Survey!
It’s always helpful to hear your feedback, and by gaining a deeper understanding of what compels you to act in the 
face of injustice, we can help inspire others to do the same.

Earlier this year, we reached out because we wanted 
to hear from you. We are happy to share that the call 
was answered and close to 100 supporters completed 
the WISH Donor Survey. 

We are so thankful to hear more about you! Where 
you’re from, what issues are most important to you, 
and why you choose to support WISH. Here’s a look at 
what we learned... 

As an organization based in the Downtown Eastside, 
it was not surprising to see that most survey 
respondents live in Vancouver (59%) or the Lower 
Mainland (24%).  

And while a majority (68%) reported that one of the 
most important causes for you today is protecting 
and defending sex worker rights, WISH supporters 
have a similar commitment to Indigenous rights (68%), 
women’s rights (69%) and harm reduction (67%). 
Overall, the most important issue for WISH donors is 
poverty and food insecurity (75%).

Often a personal connection inspires someone to 
donate to WISH, and although 23 people shared that 
they, or someone they love, has lived experience as a 
sex worker, the majority of survey respondents do not 
(74%); a meaningful demonstration of solidarity.

Overall, this information gave us a glimpse into how 
informed and compassionate WISH supporters are, 
and the answers we heard to the question, “What 
matters to you?” show that WISH supporters have a 
have a clear vision of what is needed to improve the 
health, safety, and well-being of WISH participants. 

WISH Donor Survey

Street-based sex workers need non-judgmental support and WISH Drop-In Centre Society is a vital point of contact. 
Participants have immediate access to essential services through the Drop-In, MAP Van, and Shelter, and WISH’s 
wraparound programs help build connections that lead to new opportunities.
 

YOU CAN PLAY A ROLE IN THIS VITAL WORK.

Help commemorate WISH’s 40th Anniversary, by helping to ensure that when a sex worker is in need, WISH will be there. 

Your donation contributes to the health, safety and well-being of women and gender diverse people who are involved in 
Vancouver’s street-based sex trade.

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TODAY. 

Help Make WISH Happen

Plus, if you have not completed the WISH Survey, you are still welcome to!
You can share your thoughts through this link: https://bit.ly/3OxEodF 

Poverty / food insecurity					             75%

Women's rights	 				                 69%

Sex worker rights 				               68%

Indigenous rights 				               68%

Harm reduction / Substance misuse support 	         67%

Access to health care 				      63%

Social justice 				              57%

Racism / racial discrimination                        55%

Other         14%

Thinking about causes 
that you care about, 
which issues from the 
list below are most 
important to you today? 
(You may choose more 
than one.)	

WHAT YOU TOLD US

Here are a few of the impactful comments that speak to our shared values and the power of community:

“I've been very inspired by the 
use of the word dignity in your 
values. I think that respecting 

the dignity and agency of every 
human is important. I get the 

feeling that you celebrate each 
person that comes your way 
and I like that. That speaks of 
kindness and compassion.”

“Safe, respectful places are crucial 
to our well-being and quality of 

life. My experience working in the 
sex industry often left me feeling 

isolated and judged. Finding 
a place where I didn't need to 
explain myself, where I felt I 

could be myself, was healing and 
transformative.”

“It takes an entire 
community to make a 
strong one. When our 

government fails to 
advocate for us it is groups 
like WISH that thoughtfully 

and determinedly fill the 
void making our whole 
community stronger.”

“You folks are awesome. Thank you—to every person in the organization—for working 
to make our communities kinder, safer, and stronger.”

And this thoughtful comment is a great reminder that every gift counts: 

“I collect empty drink containers for refund and donate any money earned to WISH and 
other charities. It is easy to do and makes an impact. It makes me feel good too!”

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E351223QE&id=72
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E351223QE&id=72
https://bit.ly/3OxEodF  


WISH Drop-In Centre Society  |  334 Alexander Street, Vancouver, BC  V6A 1C3  |  604.669.9474  |  info@wishdropincentre.org

WISH is located on the unceded, stolen lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations.

wish-vancouver.net  @wishdropin  @wishdropin @wish-drop-in-centre

ORGANIZE 
YOUR OWN FUNDRAISER!

It is so inspiring when a WISH supporter organizes 
their own unique fundraiser for WISH.

These incredible events are as diverse as the 
people who organize them, including fundraising 
through comedy, candles, and calendars—and 
those are just the ideas that start with “c”!
 
If you have an idea for a fundraiser for WISH, we’d 
love to help you bring it to life. 

To discuss your idea with someone at WISH, 
please call 604-669-9474 x. 125 or email 
info@wishdropincentre.org.  

Even More Ways To Help

Thank you for staying informed on the issues affecting street-based sex workers, for defending
sex workers’ rights, and for your support of WISH Drop-In Centre.  

If you are looking for other ways to get involved, here are a few ideas!

VOLUNTEER
YOUR TIME 

WISH serves close to 350 people every night 
across all our programs. This essential service 
delivery would not be possible without the 
dedication and commitment of volunteers. 

If you want to contribute to the well-being of 
WISH participants, and you are a self-identified 
woman or gender diverse person 19 years of age 
or older, please get in touch!

You can find WISH’s Volunteer Application
form on our website, or email 
volunteers@wishdropincentre.org for 
more information. 

Remember, WISH Board Members are also 
volunteers! These individuals bring diverse and 
varied skills, expertise, and competencies to 
the organization, in support of WISH’s strategic 
objectives. To learn more about the Board 
Member application process, please email 
info@wishdropincentre.org.     

DONATE 
YOUR GENTLY USED ITEMS

It is time for a closet clean out? WISH gratefully 
accepts donations of clothing (from casual to 
clubwear), all sizes and styles of underwear, make-
up, toiletries, sunscreen, towels, books, bags and 
purses, pregnancy tests, wigs, jewelry, shoes and 
boots, menstrual products and more.

The “wish list” of current needs can be found on 
our website. 

Donations of physical items can be dropped off 
at the WISH office (334 Alexander Street) any 
weekday from 9am-5pm. 
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