
 

Tomorrow, December 17th, is International Day to End 

Violence Against Sex Workers.  WISH supports an 

average of 350 women each day in Vancouver’s street-

based sex trade; arguably the most dangerous form of sex work with 

the least amount of choice.  This is a group of women who are particularly marginalized – 

targeted with an alarming amount of violence because they are women and because they are sex 

workers.   

“Sex workers work in the most dangerous environments and experience by far the highest homicide 

rates of any occupational group.  Studies have shown that 98% of female sex workers on the 

Downtown Eastside have been victims of violence as a result of “bad dates.” 

A 30-year study of female sex workers in Colorado Springs, Colorado identified…the workplace 

homicide rate for female sex workers was found to be 50 times higher than that of the next highest 

occupational risk group…”1 

The Bad Reports we collect, for example, show the extent and severity of targeted violence against 

women in street-based sex trade.   The work of WISH is difficult and often frustrating but it is with 

your support that we are able to further our vision that every woman should have access to 

opportunities to make free, healthy and positive choices. 

When you support WISH, you directly increase women’s health and safety opportunities. 

Give a Gift that Changes Lives 

                                                           
1 Lisa Gibson and Tiah Goldstein, Living in Community: Balancing Perspectives on Vancouver’s Sex Industry (Vancity 
Community Foundation, 2007) 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/wish-drop-in-centre-society/


 


